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Winners of ECL's first hosted Boccia Tournament August 2018 

 

  

 
Annual Report 2018 

TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN 2017 155 

TOTAL NUMBER OF NEW MEMBERS IN 2017 55 
NUMBER OF CARERS HELPED IN 2017 88 

NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS IN 2017 69 
NUMBER OF VOLUNTEER HOURS IN 2017 2479 

NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES RUN FOR THE YEAR 313 

 



 
ECL Annual Report 2018 
 
 

2 

 

  

 

 

As we looked at the overgrown allotment area last autumn we knew that somehow, we had to make it 

the centre of a new project for ECL and its members. Only six months later a project facilitator was in 

place, members were attending from both ECL and Cobham Link, the waste ground cleared, 

vegetables growing, and local businesses participating. For me, in my first year as Chair, our allotment 

project has been a clear illustration of the energy, imagination and strength of ECL – a ‘can do 

attitude’ that delivers huge benefits to our members through our own work and through partnerships.  

For ECL the number one priority is the seamless delivery of activities to our members. Whether it be 

gardening, sports, crafts, music and drama or a day trip to see the Lion King, Pier Markham, our 

Coordinator, is at the centre of all that we do. What shines through for many is not just her attention 

to detail but also her compassion and generous nature. Having started the new allotment project, our 

intention is to consolidate our existing project portfolio – ensuring that they run at full capacity and 

continue to deliver real benefits.  

We can’t deliver the projects without funding and partnerships. A great example for me has been our 

partnership with Walton-on-Thames Cricket Club that not only resulted in numerous coaching sessions 

for our members but also participation in a joint-fundraising event. This partnership is one of many. As 

Development Manager, Llinos John has done an outstanding job working with unrelenting energy and 

enthusiasm with potential funders, local businesses and partners. We hope that the links that Llinos 

has made will possibly lead to work experience or even employment opportunities for members where 

appropriate.  

We have been fortunate to receive a large proportion of our funding from the Big Lottery Fund (BLF) 

over 3 years. This funding finishes at the end of 2018. A major task is to ensure that our charity is 

sustainable with funds to underpin our programme delivery. This is a major focus for the Board of 

Directors. We have significant work to do to maintain our income level in 2019 and beyond.  

While I recognize the need for robust policies and processes in the sector, the level of bureaucracy 

and compliance can suffocate a small charity. Our third team member, Marie Armstrong has 

supported myself, the team and the Board with her excellent administrative skills – we wish Marie 

well as she takes maternity leave this autumn.  

It is an honour and privilege to be Chair of ECL. Thanks go to an endless list of people, including the 

ECL team – Pier, Llinos, Marie and Kristina – the Board, project facilitators, the many volunteers, 

partner organisations, funders and above all the carers and members who put their trust in us. We 

look forward to your continued support.  

A full Directors Report is attached to the Annual Financial Statement. 

 

Chair’s Report 
from Martin Christie  
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Development Manager’s Report from Llinos John 

OUR ACTIVITIES 

 

It has been another exciting year for the Charity. Thanks to the support of the Big Lottery Fund and our 

other benefactors we have seen the charity grow.  So far this year ECL supported 20 more people with 

a learning disability (LD) and/or autism helped by a growing number of volunteers without whom non of 

our activiities would be possible, so our heartfelt thanks go to each one of them.   

 

 

On Monday afternoons Elmbridge Borough 

Council’s Cobham Link clients now enjoy 

joining our members at our Walton Boccia 

sessions. We have recently joined Boccia 

England and have competed in two 

tournaments in the Surrey Boccia League. 

Competing at this level was a new 

experience for the athletes involved and 

they all did us proud. We hosted a Boccia 

Competition in August - again a new 

experience for our members.  It was so 

successful that there was an immediate 

call from those taking part for ECL to hold 

another tournament in the near future. 

You can see a photo of the tournament 

winners on our front cover. 

 

We launched our new allotment project at Plot 74 in the 

Spring.  We decided to take on a neglected allotment site 

which Walton Charity kindly offered us. This has become 

a valuable community asset facilitated by Peter, a very 

experienced gardener who spent many years working in a 

horticultural setting with people with LD before retiring 

recently.  We meet at Plot 74 two mornings a week and 

we have been joined by clients from Cobham Link and 

County Care who have enjoyed planting and growing fruit 

and vegetables.  Despite the very hot summer we 

managed a good harvest. We were very grateful for the 

help offered by local staff at Bunnings and M&S Food who 

volunteered their time to help us with the initial ground 

preparation and donated much-needed garden furniture.  

We now offer 42 activities each month to our growing membership. We have added a second Boccia 

session to our weekly timetable which we run at Wingham Court in Esher.  This has been particularly 

well-received by everyone who takes part. 
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Lunch Club - another new project launched in late 2017.  Two or three members work with charity 

staff and volunteers once a month to create a healthy 2 course meal for all attending our Wednesday 

Befriending Morning.  It is an opportunity for the in-project LD volunteers to learn about health and 

safety in the kitchen; the local McDonald's restaurant manager invited us to visit their kitchen to 

understand how the staff ran a commercial kitchen. 

 
 

The weekly Board games and Numeracy Evening is always popular with the membership.  We are 

very fortunate that some of the members help us run the sessions by acting as quiz masters and 

bingo callers.  Thank you to the people who kindly donate prizes for our bingo games, your donations  

are much appreciated. 

 

We have attracted more sixth form 

volunteers to help on Monday evenings 

which makes for a very vibrant atmosphere. 

These new volunteers have helped bring the 

total volunteer hours for 2017 up to 2479! 
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The Tuesday evening Allsports sessions register for younger people (16 plus) who have autism 

and/or mild learning disabilities has grown to eighteen. We have forged links with 3 local sports 

clubs, Chobham Rugby Club, Old Cranleigh's Hockey Club and Walton Cricket Club.  Coaches come 

from these clubs to give our members specialist help on a regular basis. The members delight in 

getting involved in such a variety of team activities. 

 

Magic Music Moments continues to offer a unique opportunity for people with multiple and complex 

needs to express themselves through music with our experienced music facilitators.    We have had 

two facilitators alternating this year running Magic Music Moments, our own Pauline Howard and also 

Lois Bunyon from Dramatize.  
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The members who are taking part in our Digital Project have become more proficient at using iPads.  

One of our members delights in looking up historical facts and others enjoy playing word games.  

 

Friday Night Music is working well, and we 

now have up to 10 young people with autism 

and/or mild learning disability joining in our 

sessions each week.  It has become a vibrant 

and happy space for young people who 

previously found it difficult to access a social 

group. Lisa does a wonderful job of involving 

everyone in music-making.   

 

Our Community Cafe and Befriending 

Mornings are attended by up to 25 

members every Wednesday morning.  

Our loyal volunteers work with staff to 

create a happy atmosphere where 

members can share their news whilst 

busying themselves with their 

hobbies. Many of our Wednesday 

volunteers have been giving us their 

time for a number of years and their 

efforts are greatly appreciated by us 

all. 

 

 

Our Wednesday Art and Crafts group has been as busy as ever creating various pieces of artwork that 

they love taking home to enjoy.  They have also made and decorated placemats, bird feeders, baseball 

caps, picture frames and many other practical items. 
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The regular Elmbridge User Forums that ECL host for people with learning disabilities have attracted 

a large number of participants from other LD organisations.  Our members are excited to welcome 

new people to "their space".  It is a forum where we can all exchange ideas and share our learning. 

We have enjoyed entering into new partnerships with other learning disability organisations; various 

groups have joined us at our regular Forums which gives our members the opportunity to meet new 

people and extend their friendship groups.  This year we have welcomed members and staff from The 

Grange, Dramatize and The Grass Roots Project and we intend sending invitations to more 

organisations in the future.  We have had some very interesting Forums this year – one in particular 

stands out when we were visited by Arny, Jemma and Yaron.  We were told by their owners that Arny, 

Jemma and Yaron - who are assistance dogs - make so much difference to their lives. 

 

Our monthly Sunday Music Workshop again culminated in a very successful end of year concert which 

was attended by a large appreciative audience from of our local community.  Many of our younger 

members from our Friday Sessions joined with our Sunday group members to perform on the day. 

Everyone went the extra mile to make sure that their  show in December was again the best yet.   

 

Staff and volunteers have been active attending community events.  We have built on this raised 

awareness by securing pro bono help from local businesses to improve our new LD community 

allotment site. We have continued to run joint themed evenings with other organisations such as 

Elmbridge Mencap and One-to-One.  This year we have had great fun at our joint discos, quiz nights 

and X Factor competitions.  

 

ECL members have enjoyed some great outings this year – with Marwell Zoo being the choice for our 

Summer trip when a great time was had by all. A small group went to watch one of our volunteers, 

Charlie Brooks, appearing in How the Other Half Loves by Alan Ayckbourn and we got to meet the 

cast on stage after the production.  
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Our people 
Staff  

We have had a very busy year.  Marie Armstrong, who joined us last year as our Administrator has just 

left to go on maternity leave, we all wish her the very best in the coming months.  

 

Management Committee 

The Board Members ensure that the charity is run properly and has enough money to pay staff and run 

all our activities.  They meet five times a year.  They are, Martin Christie, Chair, David Bellchamber - 

Company Secetary; David Middleton - Treasurer; Terri Collins - Director, Jean Smith, Director; Brian 

Robertson, Director and Ann Ledgard, Director. 

 

Volunteers 

We rely on the support of local people to run all our activities, and they are often there to help in many 

other ways too.  Some of our members have become in-project volunteers and some also get the 

opportunity to act as ambassadors for ECL at community events.  We are so lucky to have our wonderful 

band of volunteers - without them we could not possibly support the number of people who benefit from 

our activities.  Since January 2016 we have supported 177 people with LD and 94 carers with the help 

of 74 local volunteers - thank you all! 

 

Fundraising 

 

We also took our younger members to an autistic-friendly production of The Lion King in the West End 

where we met some of the cast at the stage door after the performance. 

  

 
 

All in all it has been a year full of new opportunities and experiences enjoyed by all who are involved in 

ECL! 

There are so many organisations and individuals who support us to enable us to run our many activities.  

Without their help we would not be able to offer our members such a variety of opportunities to enjoy. 

 

Our thanks go to the following for their invaluable support over the last twelve months: 

Big Lottery Reaching Communities Fund, Cllr Peter Szanto - SCC Members Allocation,  Cllr John O’Reilly 

– SCC members Allocation, Elmbridge Borough Council, Elmbridge Mencap, Bunnings Uk, M&S Food -

Walton, Evelyn Matthews, Henk and Christina van Roest, Chobham Rugby Club,Harris Family, Hickey 

Family, John and Paddy Ford, Karen Pinnock - Kingston Grammar School, Ahmadiyya Muslim Elders 

Foundation,Mary Wisdom, Barbara Elsoffer,  Oatlands Village Fayre,  RC Sherriff Trust, Ron Stevens, 

Waitrose – Esher and Hersham branches,  Walton on Thames Charity,  Walton Cricket Club, Weybridge 

Business Group, Helen Simmons, Old Cranleighans Hockey Club, WoTTA and to all those friends who 

continue to support us but wish to remain anonymous. 

 


