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It is with immense pride that I present this Annual Report as it will be my last year as Chair of 
ECL. 
 
Our journey from humble beginnings 22 years ago, when we started as a Wednesday morning 
drop-in at the Methodist Church in Walton, to the vibrant multi-project charity that we are today is 
a testament to the dedication and enthusiasm of many people. Our staff, volunteers, my fellow 
board members, past and present, and to the individual members of the Elmbridge community, 
too numerous to mention individually, who through their membership of various organisations 
and other charities, have helped our charity develop.   
 
Cllr. Tannia Shipley proved this when she highlighted the work of ECL by making us one of her 
sponsored charities during her Mayoral year and as a result the year 2016/2017 will be long 
remembered with special affection within the Charity’s history.  
 
Other highlights include welcoming Marie Armstrong to the professional team of ECL; further 
developing our Allsports project for our younger members while introducing Boccia to our slightly 
older members; developing our outreach programme by introducing a new Boccia project in 
Claygate and further developing  our links within the LD Community by partnering with The 
Grange, Dramatize and The Grass Roots Project. 
 
The Board has also recognised that people with autism do not necessarily associate themselves 
with having an LD but can remain isolated within the community.  As a result ECL will now be 
including the word ‘autism’ within our information leaflets to raise awareness amongst relevant 
groups. 
 
Sadly a former Director of ECL and very good friend, Michael Elsoffer, died during the year and 
as a tribute to him we are introducing a ‘Kindness’ category within our membership to 
acknowledge this attribute that Michael had in abundance.  
 
I am indebted to the support that I have received from the ECL Board of Directors and from our 
very professional team; in particular Pier Markham and Llinos John. No words can express my 
appreciation to them over the years. 
 
I am glad to continue my association with ECL in a Trustee role to support Martin Christie, as he 
takes on the mantle of Chair, to help develop a new chapter in the Charity’s history. 

A full Directors Report is attached to the Annual Financial Statement. 

	  

Chair’s	  Report	  
from	  Terri	  Collins	  
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Aenean	  eget	  urna	  

 
 
 

 
This has been another successful year when our beneficiaries have continued to enjoy new 
experiences and made new friends.  We have been fortunate in attracting new volunteers – 
without them we couldn’t survive and our thanks go out to each and every one of them.  
 
 

	   	  
 
 
 
At ECL we have continued to listen to our members and tailored our activities to suit.  
Debbie Parker, our coach at the Monday afternoon gentle exercise group, offered the members 
the opportunity to try various activities. Boccia proved very popular and we now offer a session 
each week. This inclusive sport is played in a seated position, which allows those less mobile to 
participate. This new activity has been so successful that we are about to enter a team into a local 
league and are looking to offer similar sessions in another centre in Elmbridge.                                              
	  

We have just ended a wonderful year being one of the two 
charities of the year chosen by the outgoing Mayor of 
Elmbridge, Councillor Tannia Shipley. It has proved to be 
a great opportunity to raise our profile locally and we have 
thoroughly enjoyed meeting many new members of the 
community as a result. Our heartfelt thanks go to 
Councillor Shipley for working so hard to promote our 
activities so enthusiastically. The money from this year's 
Mayor’s Charity of the Year Fund will allow us to expand 
to help more people in the future.   

Development	  Manager’s	  Report	  from	  Llinos	  John	  
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Our Monday Boardgames Evening is running well.  It’s great that some of the members help us run 
the sessions by helping to set up the activity and by acting as bingo callers and quiz masters. We 
have welcomed new volunteers this year who have added to the fun atmosphere. Thank you to the 
people who kindly donate prizes for our bingo games each week - your donations  are much 
appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allsports has become ever more popular – we now have 18 young people attending regularly.  The 
variety of sports on offer has grown. Debbie and Lucy have a great rapport with the members and 
we are very lucky to have such willing young volunteers helping everyone reach their goals too.  

 

We thoroughly enjoyed our recent visit to Walton Cricket Club where the members showed great 
promise. We were very fortunate to have coaches from the English Cricket Board guiding us 
through our paces. 
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Wednesdays have seen us enjoying learning new skills.  Ann has been busy giving iPad lessons 
and the members have become very proficient at surfing the web to find out about things that 
interest them.  The art and craftwork that has been produced has been amazing throughout the 
year.  This activity is particularly dependent on volunteers, they help our members to create their 
sometimes intricate craftwork and we thank them for all their efforts. 

    	  

We always look forward to our jewellery making workshops – thank you Evelyn for showing us 
how it’s done! The necklaces, bracelets and earrings the members make are always beautiful - 
well done all of you. 

In the spring we continued with our 
healthy walks programme in our 
Stepping Out sessions. The 
members enjoyed afternoons 
discovering various places of local 
interest. Hampton Court and  
Bushey Park are really lovely at this 
time of year. 
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Magic Music Moments, run by Pauline with help from Pier, has attracted new members. This 
activity for members with multiple and complex needs has seen so many people progress and 
become more actively involved over the course of the year. Thank you, Pauline, for all your hard 
work – the members’ carers who attend regularly comment on the progress that they are 
witnessing within their client group. 

Sunday’s monthly Music Workshop has been as popular as ever. The members again went the extra 
mile to make sure that their show in December was the best yet and our large audience was amazed 
by their efforts. It’s so heartening to see the progress that has been made over the years. We are 
busily rehearsing for this year’s concert, which looks as if it will be another spectacular occasion. 

Our Friday Music Night is growing. Lisa does a wonderful job of involving everyone in music-
making.  The young people who attend enjoy singing their favourite songs to the group. We make 
full use of our percussion instruments and Burview Hall is a perfect venue for this activity. 
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We have enjoyed entering into new partnerships 
with other learning disability organisations this year, 
welcoming various groups to our regular User 
Forums. This gives our members the opportunity to 
meet new people and extend their friendship 
groups. Recently The Grange, Dramatize and The 
Grass Roots Project have joined us and we intend 
sending invitations to other organisations in future. 
We have had some very interesting Forums this 
year, in particular when we were visited by Arny, 
Jemma and Yaron, three assistance dogs who are 
an amazing help to their owners.   
	  

Our annual trip this year was 
educational and great fun – 
despite the very, very wet weather.  
We visited the dockyard in 
Portsmouth where we were able to 
learn about the Mary Rose at the 
museum.  Some of us were lucky 
enough to walk around HMS 
Warrior and HMS Victory and also 
take a boat ride. The members had 
a wonderful day out and our 
thanks go to Margaret and Pier for 
the complicated organisation that 
went into making sure that it was 
such a memorable day.   

We have been out and about meeting 
members of our local community at various 
events. The Heritage Day celebrations at 
Cowey Sale were great fun. Thank you 
Humza and Jamie for working so hard on 
our Pick a Lolly stall.  

Very special 
friendships are formed 
at ECL's many 
activities.  
 
This is a lovely 
photograph of Michael 
and Hayley taken at 
our Valentine's Disco 
earlier this year.  
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Hellos,	  goodbyes	  and	  celebrations	  

Marie Armstrong (above left) has joined us as our Charity Administrator. Marie has worked in the 
Charity sector in the past and will bring her many skills to help ECL expand our services.  
 
Kristina (above right) celebrated a very special birthday this year. We had a lovely tea party to 
mark the occasion.   

Our Chair Terri Collins has been with the charity 
from day one. Staff and members will be very 
emotional to see the end of her tenure as Chair this 
October.  
 
Terri was instrumental in setting up Elmbridge 
Community Link with David Brookes in 1994 and 
there are hundreds of people in the community who 
owe her their thanks for the opportunities that ECL 
has offered them.   
 
Terri, we will miss you. Thank you for being so 
supportive and encouraging. We are so pleased 
that you have agreed to remain with the charity in a 
trustee role.   
 
We look forward now to Martin Christie’s 
chairmanship and we will all support him in 
whichever ways we can to ensure that ECL 
continues to be the unique and happy charity that it 
has always been. 
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Fundraising	  
 
There are so many organisations and individuals who support us to enable us to run our many 
activities. Without their help we would not be able to offer our members such a variety of 
opportunities to enjoy. 
 
Our thanks go to the following for their invaluable support over the last twelve months: 
 
Barclays Bank, Big Lottery Reaching Communities Fund, Cllr Ramon Gray - SCC Members 
Allocation,  Elmbridge Borough Council, Elmbridge Mencap, Esher Post Office customers, Evelyn 
Matthews, Henk and Christina van Roest, Hickey Family, Il Forno Bakery customers, John and 
Paddy Ford, Karen Pinnock - Kingston Grammar School, Mary Wisdom, Mayor of Elmbridge Charity 
of the Year Fund,  Michael and Barbara Elsoffer,  Molesey Care,  Moleside Probus,  North West 
Surrey Synagogue, Oatlands Village Fayre,  RC Sherriff Trust, Ron Stevens, Tony Fung, Waitrose - 
Esher, Hersham and Cobham branches,  Walsingham Care, Walton on Thames Charity,  WoTTA 
and to all those friends who continue to support us but wish to remain anonymous. 
 

	  
	  

Our	  people	  
Staff 
We have had a very busy year and are very appreciative of the IT training received from Suzanne 
Miller.  The members enjoyed having Debbie Cutler faciltating some of our projects over the 
summer - thank you Debbie for all your help. There is now a staff member at ECL's office at 
Walton Charity's Quintet Buildings most days of the week as Marie Armstrong joined us in June as 
our new Charity Administrator. Marie will be helping Pier and Llinos expand the services that ECL 
have to offer. 
 
Board Members 
The Board Members ensure that the charity is run properly and has enough money to pay staff 
and run the activities. They meet five times a year. They are: Terri Collins, Chair; Margaret 
Hurcombe, Vice-Chair; David Bellchamber, Company Secretary; David Middleton, Treasurer; Jean 
Smith, Director; Brian Robertson, Director and Ann Ledgard, Director. 
 
Volunteers 
We rely on the support of approximately 60 local people to run our activities, and they are often 
there to help in other ways too. Some of our members get the opportunity to become in-project 
volunteers and some also get the opportunity to act as ambassadors for ECL at community 
events.  We are so lucky to have our wonderful band of volunteers - without them we could not 
possibly support the number of people who benefit from our activities. Thank you all! 
 
 


